Ground Force in the Holy Land
Cast: Alanus Titch-Marshi
         Tommy bin Diggin

         Charlie of Dimmocci

         Mary Magdalene

         Joseph of Arimathea

A: Hello. Welcome to Ground Force in the Holy Land. I am Alanus Titch-Marshi and I am here with the team doing some garden makeovers in the Middle East.

C Yes that’s right. I’m Charlie of Dimmocci and we’ve been having a great time. Haven’t we Tommy?

T: Yes we have. I’m Tommy bin Diggin. The other week I did some lovely decking with a summer house for Mr Naboth. Beautiful it was.

C: Yeah and wasn’t the look on his face something to remember when he came back from his weekend by the sea to find all his vines replaced by neat borders of hardy annuals!

A: Now if you saw last week’s show, you will remember we went across the Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives.

C: That’s right. We installed a very attractive rose-covered arbour in the Garden of Gethsemane.

T: And I put up some rather nice rustic fencing. 

A: If you saw the news recently you will have seen that there was a rather nasty rumpus in Gethsemane late on Thursday night.

T: Yeah some poor guy got his ear cut off and the soldiers had to make some arrests.

C: But the good news is that the arbour was undamaged and Tommy popped in on Friday to repair the fence.

A: So where are we today? Well we’re here in Jerusalem in the garden of Mr Joseph of Arimathea. 

C: Yeah Joseph’s a well-known councillor and too busy to work on his garden, so his wife called us in. 

M (entering): Sob. Sob.

A: She has taken him away for a bit of a break as he was caught up in a recent crucifixion and had to bury the criminal’s body. That leaves it safe for us to transform his garden. 
M: Sob. Sob.

C:  I’ve got some great climbing plants to cover up the cave tomb over there and its big boulder.

M: Sob. Sob.

T: And I’ve got two great big timbers that I can use to make a pergola. I got them very cheap on Friday, though they are a little blood-stained in places.

M: Sob. Sob.

A: Hang on a minute. Woman why are you crying?

M: Peter and the other disciple went into the tomb and found it empty apart from the strips of linen.

A: All very well but we’re trying to make a TV programme here. Can you please just go and stand inside the cave until you’ve stopped crying. 

M: Sob. Sob. OK. Sob. Sob. (Exit)

A: Good. Now where are we?

T: Joseph of Arimathea’s garden. 

A: Yes I know. Oh Yes. I was telling the viewers about our plans to beautify the garden. 

T: That’s right. My pergola…

C: … and my climbing plants by the cave and a nice fig tree in the middle there…

A: …with a nice statue of Mercury in the corner with a pond and a fountain, just like we did when we replaced that old apple tree at Eden. 

M (enters): Excuse me.

A: Yes!

M: You know that other fellow over by the cave? The one with the beard, long hair and marks on his hands?

A: Was he carrying a shovel? 

M: No?

A: Good. I thought for a second that Time Team had turned up.

M: I thought he was another gardener. So I asked him if they had carried my Lord away, and where to, so I could go and get him.

C: Ah yes the tomb only had linen cloths in it – I think I understand.

M: He replied “Mary” and I realised who he was. “Rabboni” I said. It was my Lord! He is risen from the dead! I have seen the Lord.

J (enters): What’s going on here? 

A: We’re from Ground Force!
M: And I have just spoken to the risen Lord!

J: A garden make over and my Lord risen from the dead! Paradise! What a weekend it has been. Mary, please tell me more. (Exeunt)
T: Ah well that’s blown it.

C: Joseph came home early and caught us at it, spoilt the surprise….

T: He seemed more interested in that woman than in us.

A: Hmm. So until next week, when we will be adding a much needed water feature to the hanging gardens of Babylon…
All: It’s good bye from Ground Force!
